
 
 
 

 
 
Report of: Head of Environmental Development                                                                   
 
To:  Executive Board    
 
Date: 17 March 2008       Item No:  
               

 
Title of Report : Affordable Warmth Action Plan 2008-2010  

 
 

 
Summary and Recommendations 

 
Purpose of report: The overall aim of the Action Plan is to reduce fuel 
poverty and adverse environmental impact by enabling energy efficiency 
upgrades to be targeted in the homes of low income households in Oxford. 
The purpose of the report is to secure Executive Board’s support for the 
implementation of the Affordable Warmth Action Plan 2008-2010. 
 
Key decision: No 
 
Portfolio Holder: Councillor Van Zyl  
 
Scrutiny Responsibility:  Community 
 
Ward(s) affected: All 
 
Report Approved by:  
Councillor Van Zyl - Portfolio Holder 
Jeremy Thomas - Legal Services   
Andy Collett - Financial Services 
Michael Crofton-Briggs – Interim Executive Director 
 
Policy Framework:  
UK Fuel Poverty Strategy 2001 
Oxford City Council Private Sector Strategy 2007-2010 
 
Recommendation(s):  
 
1. To note the content of the Affordable Warmth Action Plan 2008-2010, 
which is annexed to this report and to ask Environmental Development to 
implement the work programme described and secure support from other 
relevant departments as required. 
 
2. To respond to the recommendations from Community Scrutiny  - appended   
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Name of Committee
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Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.



 
1. The overall purpose of the Affordable Warmth Action Plan 2008-2010 is to 
reduce fuel poverty and adverse environmental impact by enabling energy 
efficiency upgrades to the homes of low income households in Oxford. 
 
2. Fuel poverty, where an excessive proportion of a household’s income 
would be required to heat the home adequately, impacts on health and 
wellbeing, and can cause social exclusion, preventing full participation in life 
within or outside the home. 
 
3. The Affordable Warmth Action Plan 2008-10, which is annexed to this 
report, outlines the national framework of fuel poverty strategy, home energy 
legislation, government initiatives, and provides an effective work programme 
to tackle the issues around affordable warmth in Oxford.  
 
4. Programmed works to Oxford City Homes stock are the subject of separate 
reports to Executive Board. 
 
Name and contact details of author: 
 
Paul Robinson 
Sustainable Energy Officer 
Tel: 01865 252541 
E-mail: probinson@oxford.gov.uk 
 
 
Background papers: None 
 



APPENDIX 
 

Community Scrutiny Committee 
10 January 2008 

 
(extract from minutes) 

 
 

73. DEVELOPMENT OF AN AFFORDABLE WARMTH STRATEGY 
 

The Head of Environmental Health submitted a report (previously 
circulated and now appended).  Paul Robinson attended to present the 
report and answer questions.  He explained that he had taken over 
responsibility for the report when another member of staff had left the 
Council and the annex to the report had some inaccuracies.  He 
circulated a revised version and pointed out the recommendations in the 
report applied to this revised version. 
 
The following points were raised during discussion. 
 

• The recent steep rise in fuel prices would bring even more people into 
fuel poverty (10% of disposable income spent on fuel). 

 
• There were concerns about the way in which Warm Front (Government 

funding) was operating, often giving grants that were too low (and so 
needing top up locally) and being slow and over bureaucratic. 

 
Resolved to: - 
 
(1) Note the content of the Affordable Warmth Strategy2007-10, as set out 

in the revised annex to the report. 
 
(2) Support the recommendations of the Affordable Warmth Strategy Action 

Plan 2008-10 (as revised). 
 

(3) Draw the Executive Board’s attention to the fact that the report was 
written before the recently announced steep increases in fuel costs and 
that there was now an even greater need to implement as many of the 
actions as possible and as quickly as possible.  

 
(4) Ask the Executive Board to write to the Government expressing concern 

at the impact of fuel price increases and suggesting that fuel companies 
should be re-nationalised, and concern about the slow and bureaucratic 
way that Warm Front operated and the inadequate level of some of its 
grants. 

 
 


